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Dear Colleague, 
 
We are now accepting applications for the Leadership for Diverse Schools Class of 2020! This professional 
development opportunity is for York County teachers, staff, administrators, and board members. In an ever-
changing and diverse world, the Leadership for Diverse Schools (LDS) program equips participants with the 
tools to understand and interact more effectively with diverse populations of students, parents and colleagues. 
 
Since the program’s inception in 2007, 16 different York County schools have benefited from the participation 
of 360 of their personnel.  Alumni state that after participating in LDS, they are able to transform their 
classroom, school and district into a culturally competent community. 
 
The LDS program consists of an orientation, a two-day retreat and monthly sessions (including a light dinner at 
each) from September through May. The Program Fact Sheet and 2019-20 Program Calendar provide further 
information. The class is limited to 35 participants to allow for optimum interactions. We have found it 
beneficial if a minimum of two participants per district attend as a team so that they can work together towards a 
common goal. The all-inclusive tuition is $1,300 for the year. Please know that there are limited partial 
scholarships available. 
 
Thank you for your support of leadership and diversity learning! 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Wilda Alessi 
Executive Director 
 
 



Bias Awareness
Leadership Qualities & Virtues
Learning Exceptionalities
York County Cultures:
Anglo-American, African-American, Latino

LGBT Issues in Education
Major Religions 
Socio-Economic Biases 
Understanding the Past

Get Equipped!

This leadership development course enables York County educators to respond more effectively 
to their diverse student and parent populations, cultivating an acceptance of differences. 
Teams of two to three teachers and administrators from each York County school or district gain 
knowledge and skills through problem-solving activities, critical reflection, peer teaching, and 
in-depth discussions. The course runs from September through May, including an opening overnight 
retreat and after-school curriculum sessions covering topics such as:
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Educators are better equipped to communicate and work effectively with the diverse group of 
students, parents, and colleagues in their district.
Districts across York County have the opportunity to work together, developing relationships that 
generate increased acceptance and understanding between school districts.
Educators lead the way to increased acceptance of differences as they bring the knowledge, 
skills, and tools to transform their classroom, school, and district into a culturally competent 
community.
Graduates can earn 36 Act 48 credit hours.

Application Process:
Candidates must meet the following qualifications:
    Committed to diversity and open to increasing their awareness of 
    personal biases
    Willing to lead the way to increased acceptance of differences in 
    the classroom, school, and district 
    Able to attend and participate in the retreat and all curriculum sessions

Applications from individuals who meet these qualifications 
will be accepted on a first-come, first-served basis during the 
application period of April 1 – May 30.

Learn:

For A Better Community
Leadership Training 

Leadership for Diverse Schools is a program of Leadership York, 
presented in collaboration with the York Jewish Community Center.
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Class of 2020 
Note: Dates and sessions are finalized.  Locations are TBD 

Thursday, September 5, 2019  Orientation: Introduction to the Program 
4:45-6:30 pm  

 
Friday and Saturday, September 20 & 
21, 2019 

Opening Retreat 
Heritage Hotel Lancaster 

9:00 am Friday - 1:30 pm Saturday  
 

Thursday, October 10, 2019  Understanding the Past 
4:15-7:30 pm 
 
Thursday, October 24, 2019 
4:15–7:30 pm 

 
 
LGBT Issues in Education 
 
 

Thursday, November 21, 2019  Exploring Socio-Economic Biases 
4:15-7:30 pm  

 
Thursday, December 12, 2019 Latino Culture in York County 
4:15-7:30 pm  

 
Thursday, January 09, 2020  African-American Culture in York County 
4:15-7:30 pm  

 
Thursday, February 6, 2020  Major Religions of York County 
4:15-7:30 pm  

 
Thursday, March 05, 2020 Exceptionalities in Learning Abilities 
4:15-7:30 pm  

 
Thursday, March 26, 2020 Adverse Childhood Experiences – Trauma in the Classroom 
4:15-7:30 pm  

 
Thursday, April 2, 2020 Make Up Session – If needed 
4:15-7:30 pm 
 
Thursday, April 23, 2020 
4:15-7:30 pm 
 
Thursday, May 14, 2020 
4:30-6:30 pm 

 
 
Envisioning a Preferred School Community 
 
 
Graduation and Team Presentations 
 

  
Leadership for Diverse Schools is a Leadership York program presented in collaboration with the 

York Jewish Community Center. 
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2019-2020 Program Application 

Last Name    First Name 

Preferred name for nametag, directory, etc.   

Preferred pronouns   he/him/his   she/her/hers Other (specify)  

School District      Building     Position  

Business address  

City         State     Zip   

Business email        Business phone  

Home address   

City         State     Zip   

Personal email        Cell phone   

Contact preferences (This is how you will be contacted and listed in the class directory.) 

Phone   Cell      Business  Email     Personal    Business 

How did you hear about this program? 

 Employer       Friend/colleague      Nonprofit for which I volunteer  Social media 

 LY e-newsletter  LY print newsletter     Other 

Application Requirements 

Applicants must be employed and sponsored by a York County public school district or private school. 
Employers who sponsor program participants should select individuals with the following qualifications: 

• Committed to valuing diversity and open to increasing awareness of personal bias.
• Committed to developing personal leadership skills.
• Willing to lead the way to increased acceptance of differences in the classroom, school, and

district.
• Able to attend and participate in the mandatory retreat and all curriculum sessions.

Applications from those who meet these qualifications are accepted on a first come, first served basis 
during the application period of April 1-May 30. Class size is limited to maintain program quality. 
Tuition for Leadership for Diverse Schools is $1,300 per person and is billed in July. 

For Office Use Only 

Date Rec’d  

Database  

Tuition Pd  

Check #   

w/e
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Mandatory Program Requirements 

Every participant in Leadership for Diverse Schools is expected to complete the following requirements 
(see enclosed schedule for dates and times): 

 Attend an overnight fall retreat (Friday/Saturday). Attendance is mandatory.  
 Attend and fully participate in all evening curriculum sessions (October through April).  

PLEASE NOTE: There is no textbook for this course. It is necessary for participants to attend each 
session to participate in the discussions and activities, gain knowledge, and interact with speakers 
and class members.  

 Agree to bring back the knowledge, skills, and tools needed to transform their classroom, school and 
district into a culturally competent community. 

 
  Yes   No I will attend the September 5, 2019 orientation. 

 
  Yes    No  I will attend the September 20-21, 2019 mandatory overnight retreat.  

Please comment and/or contact us to discuss any special considerations or 
accommodations you may need. 
Comments:             
 

  Yes   No I will attend all class sessions.  If you have known schedule conflicts please 
comment and/or contact us.          
            

 
  Yes   No I will bring information back to my school/district and share ideas with my 

colleagues.  If not, why?           
 

  Yes   No I expect to remain an educator in the York County area for the next several years. 
 

  Yes   No Are you currently involved in any diversity initiatives?   
If yes, please explain:          
           
            

 
  Yes   No Have you had served as a leader in your district in any way?  If yes, in what 

capacity did you serve?          
            

 

How will you utilize the leadership skills you learn through this course in your school or district? 
               
               
               

 



238 North George Street, York, PA 17401 | 717.846.5323  
              info@leadershipyork.org | leadershipyork.org 

 

Commitment Acknowledgement – Applicant 
 

I agree to fully participate in Leadership for Diverse Schools by fulfilling the attendance requirements, 
participating in discussions and activities during class sessions, and bringing back the knowledge, skills, 
and tools needed to transform my classroom, school, and district into a culturally proficient community. 

 
 

Applicant Signature 

 
TUITION  
Tuition for Leadership for Diverse Schools is $1,300. Tuition is billed in July and must be paid in full 
prior to orientation. Participants who withdraw from the LDS program less than 5 business days before 
orientation are assessed a $150 fee to cover fixed costs incurred by Leadership York. Participants who 
withdraw from LDS any time after orientation are responsible for the full program tuition amount. No 
refunds will be issued to either the participant or their sponsoring organization.  
 
The tuition fee for this Leadership for Diverse Schools applicant will be paid by: 

  Applicant      School District     Other (please list)        
NOTE: A small scholarship fund has been established to assist LDS applicants. Please call Leadership York for more details. 
 

To be completed by School or District 
I believe that this candidate is qualified for Leadership for Diverse Schools. I will support them in their 
training and service commitment. 

             (school or district) agrees to pay tuition in the  
 
amount of $1,300 for           (applicant name). 

 
               
Billing address for invoice    Phone/Email  

 
              
Signature of supervisor/administrator   Typed/printed name 

 

Leadership for Diverse Schools is presented by Leadership York, in partnership with the York Jewish 
Community Center.  

Please return completed applications to: 

Leadership York      
Attention: Wilda Alessi 
238 North George Street 
York, PA 17401 

Or email to: info@leadershipyork.org 
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